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TA STING NOTES
This wine was crafted in honor of our intrepid founder, Gary Andrus. Playful, sophisticated and a little 

eccentric, the wine holds a mirror up to Andrus’ own personality. It’s a cunning wine that can steal the room 

as soon as it walks in, just like the man himself. The nose reminds of a spring meadow, driven by wild, floral 

aromatics. Blueberry, cream pie, toffee and sage greet the palate, backed by firm tannins. There’s richness 

and weight to the wine, with mouthwatering raspberry and graham cracker crust notes. The finish is accented 

by espresso and baking chocolate, a proper finale to this powerful, exploratory and full-bodied wine.

Founded in 1978 by Gary and Nancy Andrus, Pine Ridge Vineyards 
sits in the heart of the Stags Leap District of Napa Valley, famous 
for Cabernet Sauvignon wines of distinctive power and elegance. In 
celebration of our 40th vintage we have crafted a wine to honor our 
founders vision to produce a world class cabernet sauvignon—bold, 
lively and cellar-worthy. 

V IN TAGE
The fruit was harvested between September 15th and October 15th, at the tail end of a 

growing season that began a bit chilly. Vintage 2018 opened with higher-than-average 

frost hours (a measurement of time below 36°F), delaying bud break some. Overall, 

the conditions were mild, with 14% fewer growing degree days (GDD) in 2018 than 

2017. Such even conditions, free of any heat spikes, allowed for balanced ripening in 

the fruit and remarkable quality. 

V ITICU LT U R E & W INEM A K ING
Three exceptional Napa Valley appellations are on display in this commemorative wine. 

We pulled Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot from Stags Leap 

District, Oakville and Rutherford to paint a detailed portrait of the Valley we are so 

inspired by. The blend is Bordeaux in spirit but the resulting wine is decidedly Napa 

Valley, ever-expressive and driven by invigorating red fruit flavors. Only here can three 

wildly distinctive sub-regions meld so seamlessly in the glass.

 Harvested at night to preserve freshness, the fruit was carefully sorted in the vineyard 

before entering the cellar. After de-stemming, the grapes were treated to a cold soak 

followed by a high-temperature fermentation to achieve maximum extraction. Then, 

the wine was racked to American oak barrels (30% new) and aged for 18 months.

A NA LYSIS
var ietals
95% Cabernet Sauvignon 

3% Merlot 

2% Petit Verdot

pH
3.59

ta
6.4 gm/100ml

alcohol
15.2%
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