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TA STING NOTES
A symphony of dried herb and cranberry abound upon entry and evolve into symphony of Damsom 

plum, gingerbread and rose petals across the palate. Slightly gripping tannins and the luscious essence 

of blackberry juice ignites a finish punctuated by fresh cut cedar and blackberry seed. A glass of this 

wine cradled by the warmth of a crackling fire, while savoring a bowl of macaroni and cheese topped 

with shaved black truffles is the perfect finale to a winter’s night.

Eight miles up Soda Canyon lies a world-renowned vineyard named Stagecoach, 
situated 1,800 feet above the valley floor. From the craggy terrain of Pritchard 
Hill, you can gaze onto the expanse of Oakville’s renowned wine estates far below. 
This might be called the last frontier of the Napa Valley – a wilder, more rugged 
country, fragrant with wild herbs and dotted with rare native plants. It is here 
that our winemaking team explored over 600 acres of vines planted in 204 unique 
vineyard blocks to unearth this singular rendering of Cabernet Sauvignon. 

V IN TAGE

The 2021 growing season was a prime example of why Napa Valley is such a great place to grow 

grapes. The winter heading into the 2021 growing season was colder than average with a drier 

than average spring. There were four total heat events over the growing season with the May and 

September heat events being outside the typical range for that time of year. The rainfall for the 

year was below average for the fourth straight year, presenting a challenge for our viticulture team 

due to irrigation ponds and wells being at levels that have not been seen since 2017. The summer 

growing conditions were exceptionally good, making for ideal berry development. Both bloom 

and veraison, which typically last two to three weeks each, were each over in about a week! The 

start of harvest was early due to September being very warm. This was good, because in October 

California experienced a series of atmospheric rivers that dumped 9.5” of rain that month. The 

yields for the year were below average, but from a quality standpoint, it was a vintage year!

V ITICU LT U R E & W INEM A K ING

The 2021 vintage was harvested on September 21st. The grapes were hand-harvested at night when 

temperatures often dip to 50°F to capture vibrant acidity and fruit expression in the wine. 

We first cold-soaked the must (crushed grapes) for gentle extraction and then fermented in 

stainless steel, concrete and oak barrel fermenters at 88°F. Rigorous pump-overs, increasing during 

the peak of the fermentation, developed deep color, rich varietal character, and fine tannins in the 

wine. The wine was aged in 70% new French oak barrels to meld the bright fruit expression with oak 

spice nuances. After three months of aging, we blended the vineyard components allowing them 

to marry for a total of 20 months of barrel élevage. This wine was bottled unfined and unfiltered to 

present the attributes of the vineyard in the purest form possible, from the dirt to the glass!

A NA LYSIS
var ietals
100% Cabernet Sauvignon

ta
5.8 gm/100ml

alcohol
15.5%

2021 STAGECOACH CABERNET SAUVIGNON

pH
3.62


